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 Under 5 mortality (m/f): 205/184 per 1,000 
 

 Life Expectancy at birth: 45.8 years 
 

 Adult Literacy: 67.2% (female literacy 54.1%) 
 

 31% of children are malnourished 
 

 The conflict has deprived 4.6 million children of 
their education including 2.5 million girls 

 
 48% of the population are under 15 
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The Democratic Republic of Congo has been at the centre of one of the deadliest conflicts since 
the Second World War, resulting in a crushed economy and a virtually non-existent 
infrastructure. 2.2 million people have been internally displaced and it is estimated that 4.6 
million children have been deprived of their education, including 2.5 million girls.  
 
Despite the five-year war officially ending in 2002/3, 45,000 people still die per month, mostly 
from disease and malnutrition. More than half of those dying are children under the age of five 
(New York Times (2008).Sexual violence in DRC has been labelled ‘the worst in the world’ and 
towards the end of 2008 the situation declined further. During the resurgence in violence women 
suffered disproportionately. According to Action Aid over 3000 cases of sexual violence were 
reported between January and December 2008 (OneWorld.net 2008). 
 
Basic healthcare and education provision is minimal, with 80-90% of the population lacking 
access to basic health care and only 50% of primary-school-aged children attending school. 
Much of the work needed is beyond the means of the government and local and international 
organisations have been left with the responsibility of supporting and providing basic primary 
healthcare and education services.  
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It is thought that upwards of 70% of children have not got access to education in some parts of 
eastern DRC and there is a huge need for school rehabilitation as the majority of schools are 
semi-permanent structures which provide limited shelter from the elements.  
 
Alongside local organisation PAF-PAFIJ, Children in Crisis has rebuilt a secondary school in 
Bushushu village in South Kivu. A cassava grinding mill in the village which was previously used 
by the community to grind flour for the surrounding villages has also been rehabilitated. The 
income generated will enable the community to pay for school materials.  
 



Children in Crisis and Eben-Ezer Ministry International have also rebuilt a further 4 schools in 
the remote mid and high plateau of South Kivu. All 
the local communities of the school sites 
demonstrated great commitment to improving 
education for their children and participated in 
transporting the building materials on foot to site, 
as well as fetching wood, water and sand during 
the construction period.  The schools are now 
being used not only for primary education, but also 
for secondary education. This year (2009-10) we 
are building a further two schools in Bijojo and 
Gitigarawa on the mid and high Plateau, which will 
provide permanent school structures and suitable 
learning space for up to 600 children a year to 
attend primary education. The photograph to the 

left shows villagers carrying materials to the site at Bijojo. When asked about their motivations 
for undertaking this task, they replied ‘so that our children can have better opportunities to learn 
than we did.’ 
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Much of the qualified population of South Kivu have been 
displaced to neighbouring countries leading to a shortage of 
trained teachers. The District Education Official of South 
Kivu estimated that between 60-80% of teachers working in 
eastern DRC are not qualified. 
 
Since 2007, Children in Crisis has been working with local 
organisation Eben-Ezer Ministry International to train 400 
teachers from the remote, mountainous area of South Kivu 
Province. The programme particularly concentrates on 
equipping teachers with the skills and knowledge to use 
child-centred teaching methods which focus on the 
psychosocial needs of children, peace and health education.  
 
The project also develops the capacity of local community groups to provide education for their 
children. Twice as many boys as girls attend school and in response to the low enrolment of 
girls, the programme is promoting girls’ education through community liaison. Plays which 
highlight the importance of girls’ education have been devised and performed in markets and in 
front of church congregations, reaching more than 14,000 people.  
 
Since it began in 2007 this project has delivered training to 340 teachers and 115 School 
Directors from 115 Schools, providing them with the skills and knowledge they need to vastly 
improve primary education for children in South Kivu.   
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